
 

Church Slavonic Pronunction 
 

VOWELS 

a father 

â un    

e elk      

i  if     

o shorter than north    

u shorter than urge   

ŭ run  

y fool

     

DIPTHONGS 

aj kayak 

ej prey 

oj boy

 

CONSONANTS 

b but 

c France 

č cello  

ch chair 

d dog  

dž dredge  

f five 

g go 

h like ch in Bach (kh)   

j like y in yesterday  

k kitten 
l like l in letter, but harder  

lj like ly in halyard 

m mother  

n November 

nj like ny in canyon 

p paper 

r an "English" r, rolled or trilled, with tip of tongue placed lightly on back of upper teeth 

s sister 

š sugar 

sh shoe 

t like t in total, but not as hard 

ts tsetse fly 



v verb 

z zero 

ž azure 

zh giraffe 

 

In general, Church Slavonic sounds the way it is written.  With a few exceptions, 

consonants are pronounced as in English. There are six vowels in transliterated Church 

Slavonic and an additional two vowels with accents.  


